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Cornell Star & Crescent Foundation Is Launched

creation of the Cornell Star & Crescent Foundation, which

has now received both state and federal approval of tax-
exempt status. As many alumni brothers know, Alpha Delta
Phi at Cornell University has been unable to provide a mecha-
nism for channeling tax-advantaged donations into bricks and
mortar improvements in the fraternity house. This inability to
accept charitable gifts has not only hampered our fundraising
for general operations and badly needed repairs, but it has put
the fraternity at a competitive disadvantage in relation to other
campus fraternities, especially university-owned fraternity
houses that enjoy tax advantages under the Cornell University
charitable umbrella.

I t is with great pride and excitement that we announce the

and capital improvements to the chapter house as the Universi-
ty devotes to its dormitories and living units, e.g., roof, exteri-
or, fire and life safety, and capital improvements. The founda-
tion can also fund scholarships and awards for undergraduate
members, and other students and faculty members.

The broad goal of the new foundation is to improve the
safety and health of the undergraduate residents residing at
Alpha Delta Phi by addressing the infrastructure needs of the
chapter house. While the university might pretend to be a con-
duit for that help, among the numerous drawbacks to using
that vehicle is Cornell’s obligation to use and charge for its “in
house” engineering and architectural services. More significant

is the fraternity’s concern that it will have

Now, when you make a gift to Alpha
Delta Phi at Cornell University via the
Cornell Star & Crescent Foundation, your
donation is deductible from your federal
taxes.

The primary purpose for creating this
new foundation is to take advantage of
the improving posture of the Internal Rev-
enue Service in approving financial sup-
port by a tax-exempt 501(c)(3) organiza-
tion or foundation to its fraternity alumni
association for maintenance, repair, and
historic preservation of chapter houses.
Alumni associations, like Alpha Delta Phi
at Cornell, Inc., that qualify as corpora-
tions under 501(c)(7), but not public char-
ities under 501(c)(3), are the entities that

Cornell
Star & Crescent
Foundation

to pay an extra 15 to 35 percent of con-
struction costs—because, in the Ithaca
area, Cornell is obligated by its trade
union agreements to use only union con-
tractors from a short list of qualifying
contractors. However, there are many
qualified contractors in the Finger Lakes
region seeking construction and repair
work that can significantly underbid the
union shop contractors. The result is a
large savings when the fraternity can con-
trol its own funds and select its own
architects and contractors.

Many contributors, past and present,
have hoped for a mechanism through
which tax-deductible donations could
directly help to preserve, protect, and

can most wisely manage the property and
organizational needs, but not raise the
funds because they cannot offer a tax deduction to the donors.
Those days are over for Alpha Delta Phi.

Through the Cornell Star & Crescent Foundation, a federal-
ly designated public charity, donors can support the chapter
house with donations to underwrite renovations and improve-
ments related to education, e.g., libraries, study rooms, Internet
and computer-assisted research equipment and infrastructure,
as well as the related and pro-rated overhead and operating
costs (taxes, insurance, and maintenance) of designated “edu-
cational” areas within the chapter house.

In addition, the Cornell Star & Crescent Foundation can
provide certain kinds of financing for the same infrastructure

Logo Contest announced: see page eight.

defend Alpha Delta Phi—not only
through polishing our reputation, but by
providing for the needs and requirements of maintaining and
upgrading the safety and comfort of our facility.

Providing a first-class facility that remains competitive with
other Cornell living options is an important key to ensuring the
future of our self-owned chapter house on campus. We are in
direct competition—not only with Cornell dormitories, but
also with other fraternities, occupying Cornell-owned houses,
which already have been benefiting from 501(c)(3) arrange-
ments that allow those chapters to spend fully tax-deductible
moneys on their facilities without calculating the educational
space usage ratio, as we have had to do, up to this point.

(continued on page eight)



Officers & Directors
Alpha Delta Phi at
Cornell, Inc.

Chaiman.....Kenneth E. Growney ‘82

President......Howard B. Schaffer ‘90

Vice Pmsldent.......Philli R. Reilli '69

Treasurer................. Peter D. Fifield ‘75

Recording Secretary...Rudy Koch ‘00

Corresponding
Secretary..........\W. Douglas Bond ‘66

Directors Emeriti:
Richard W. Wambach ‘53
John S. Dyson ‘65
George M. Kennedy '52

Retiring October 2007
Philip R. Reilly '69
Howard B. Schaffer ‘90
Richard Seestedt '86
Michael R. Elliott '87
Joseph Tucceri, Jr. '00
Philip C. Ballard '00

Retiring October 2006
W. Douglas Bond ‘66
Rudy Koch ‘00
Ken Growney ‘82
Thomas M. Rothfels '77
A. John Golder I11 ‘83
Daniel C. Sweeney '97
Timothy G. Best '98
George Doerre ‘04
Ryan Colbert '05
William Watt Kaser '06

Retiring October 2005
Peter D. Fifield ‘75
Peter M. R. Kendall ‘68
Peter T. E. Nevius ‘42
Jim McCormick ‘69
Josh Goldstein '05
Michael J. Zak ‘75
Matthew McCord '05
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In May 2005, before finals, 22 brothers hit the links to enjoy a day of golf, sun and fellowship at
the Alpha Delta Phi at Cornell Golf Classic. Featured above are, l. to r., James Widyn 05, Chris
Rubacha '07, Matt Rakow '08, Tobin Sullivan '07, Taylor Gray '06, Dan Kaiser '07, Andrew
Melvin ’07, Bennett Buchanan '06, Hunter Ryan 07, Jordan Willis ’05, Scott Marrett '08, Phil

Dubrovsky '05, Nolan Rogers '07, and the organizer of the outing, Sebastiano Colella ’05.

Fall 2005 Undergraduate Officers

............ Rajiv Yadlapalli '07

President

............ Matt Rakow ‘08
Vice President....................... Tom Reilly ‘07

Assistant Rush.......... Charlie Denihan ‘08

Treasurer.........o.een. Pat Kavanagh ‘07
Alumni Relations............. Hunter Ryan ‘07

Social Chair..................... Tobin Sullivan ‘07  Games...........ccccoeeserurann Gerald Yeung ‘08
Steward...............ccocreuunece. Pat Kavanagh ‘07  Technology.................... Rajiv Yadlapalli '07
Rush Chair...........cccccc..... Sven Karlsson ‘07
_ Historian.........cccccoouseceeen. Sven Karlsson '07
House Man.........ccccouuuuns Scott Marrett ‘08  Song Master................... Sven Karlsson ‘07
Victory Club................... Tobin Sullivan '07
Co-Philanthropy........... Chris Richards '08 Tom Reilly '07
Literary.......ooccueeeee.ncs Kevin Barmish ‘07
Co-Philanthropy.......... Kirk Lucadamo ‘07
Xathar............ccoooummuceernnnee. Gerald Yeung ‘08

Asst. Treasurer.........cc..oe.. Dave Chen ‘07
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Two Alpha Delt Seniors Complete Boston Marathon

O n April 18, 2005, Sebastian Colella 05 and Diego Val-

larino ’05, joined by marathon veteran David Colella,

Sebastian’s father, completed the Boston Marathon.
“After training for four months in Ithaca while at school, run-
ning the Boston Marathon truly put our bodies and minds
through an experience like no other. Having finished the race,
though dehydrated and cramped, the feeling of accomplish-
ment was amazing,” explained Sebastian after the race. For
26.2 miles runners run through towns beginning with
Hopkinton, Massachusetts, until the celebrated finish line in
downtown Boston.

“The support from onlookers throughout was inspiring and
much needed. It was as if the city rose up to meet us, to wel-
come us, and to treat us as royalty while we were there,” said
Sebastian. “To turn the last corner and see the finish without
getting emotional would be inhuman. Just thinking about it
gives me goose bumps as it was the most anticipated and beau-
tiful sight I have ever seen (other than the inside of the Goat
House of course!)”

The brothers of Alpha Delta Phi at Cornell are a unique
group of men with varying interests and capabilities. Activi-
ties like physical challenges and community service help our
undergraduate brothers show determination and inspire oth-
ers to accomplish all that is possible. Sebastian Colella °05 and Diego Vallarino *05

Honoring The Memory Of Judge James E. Rice Jr. 30

n a recent stop in Ithaca, Howie Schaffer 90 asked recalled the years of brotherly trips to the farm in the house
O me if I'd like to go with him to pay respects on a visit fire engine, “777,” and Jim’s continuing presence as corre-

to Adelaide, Judge Rice’s wife. The last time I had sponding secretary, advisor, and friend. She told us a story of
seen her was at the Johnson Museum a house party in the 1930s where she

and Jim danced into the wee hours of
the morning and then fell asleep on
one of the couches in the Solarium.
A small scandal ensued when chaper-
ones discovered them asleep the next
morning. She recounted many special
memories of chicken roasts at the
farm and elegant evenings at the Phi.
Of course, the story of Jim’s trip
down the lawn on the house piano as
the old prairie-style Alpha Delt lodge
burned in February 1929 was retold.
Adelaide is healthy and living inde-
pendently, with some help from fami-
ly and friends. She spends parts of
each winter traveling to St. Lucia and
Florida. She is an accomplished

reception to honor Brother Rice,
more than a decade ago, and I had
expressed the hope then that alumni
and actives might keep in touch with
her, especially after her years of sup-
port for Alpha Delt. Howie and I
drove out to the Rice farm in Tru-
mansburg, familiar to many of you;
and Adelaide was glad to see us.
Before long, we were looking out on
the fields where had stood the Christ-
mas trees which Jim had cut to reach
the full height of the Great Hall ceil-
ing. Howie and I were surrounded by
the awards Jim had received for his
considerable community service in
Tompkins County, as well as his

years as a brother. Adelai.de literally Judge James Rice p.ai.nte_r and sbowed us many of her
took many of the fraternity-related vivid impressionistic watercolors.
plaques off the wall and handed them to us to put in “safe I would encourage any of you who knew Jim and Adelaide
keeping.” They are now part of the Alpha Delta Phi to drop her a note at: Rice Farm, Rice Road, Trumansburg,
Collection at Kroch Library. We thanked her profusely for NY 14886.
the donation.

Over a leisurely pot of tea and two plates of cookies, we Doug Bond 66
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News From Our Alumni

Donald F. Johansen ’53 has a new address: ||| | |Gz

John J. Post ’57 and John Brooke ’57 are organizing a class
of ’57 reunion on Cape Cod this September. Attendees will use
the Sea Crest Resort in North Falmouth as a base with trips to
Nantucket or Martha’s Vineyard, lunch with the Yearleys,
drinks with the Posts and several dinners. We’ll keep you up to
date with a report in the next newsletter. John lives at.

Send e-mail to

|

Richard H. Dyer Jr. ’59 writes, “My three children are rais-
ing families of their own; the yield so far is five grandchildren
(two girls, three boys), but no Cornellians yet. I've remained
connected to Cornell via rowing and AA®, Ron Demer, Bruce
Hewitt, and one of my close friends who moved with his family
to live in Ithaca. Returning for reunions is a favorite event, plus
many other connections. As you may know, our pledge class
has re-gathered every other year and expanded to include some
brothers of ’58 and *60 as well! Xaipe to all.” Stay in touch
with Rick at

Send e-mail to

Richard W. Abel *63 has a new address: ||| [ [ [GcNcNzN

John M. Beeman ’63 happily retired in June 2003 after 38
years at Citibank. He spent the last 25 years in Germany, Saudi
Arabia, S. Korea, China, and Vietnam. John now winters in

Naples, Florida. Stay in touch a
-
One of the country’s most honored artisanal cheese produc-
ers is the Old Chatham Sheepherding Company, founded in
1997 by Tom Clark *63, MBA ’64, and his wife, Nancy
Williams Clark *63, MS 64. Their sheep’s milk cheeses include
a Hudson Valley Camembert that was named Best Cheese in
America at the 2001 U.S. Championship Cheese Contest and a
feta that took first place at the 2002 American Cheese Society
competition. Organic farmers, the Clarks have a herd of 1,200
sheep and produce some 200,000 pounds of cheese a year.

“More people are starting to eat good cheese,” said Tom Clark,
a Cornell trustee, “We have a hard time keeping up with the

demand.” Keep in touch with Tom at-

Fred Parkin ‘63 and his wife, Wendy, recently traveled to
Vietnam to visit the old town where he lived and flew out of
in 1966. Vung Tau was unrecognizable, as the seaside town of
15,000 was now a beach resort of 100,000 and home to the
joint Soviet/Vietnamese oil venture. They then boarded a boat
and spent a week motoring up the Mekong River to Cambodia
and Ankor Wat, (126 degrees in the sun, 107 in the shade, but
there was none) before ending up in Singapore to visit Jim
Hunt ‘64 and his wife Minako. Jim has lived there 35 years

www.adphicornell.org

and hosted Fred and Wendy at their home for dinner and The

Singapore Cricket Club for lunch. Reach Fred at
I - i

Fred reports visiting Jim Hunt "64. James Henry Hunt IV is
an investment banker doing business in Thailand and Vietnam.

He lives with his wife Minako at
I i e mail i

Gerry Gragg 65 writes, “The year 2005 is a year of mile-
stones, and hopefully the beginning of a new venture in the fall
of this year. My wife, Darby, and I moved to the San Francisco
Bay Area in 2000 after selling a bed and breakfast business, a
manufacturers representative agency, and a commercial proper-
ty on the near north side of Chicago in the space of 18 months.
We bought a 42-foot sailboat that we have been outfitting for
extended cruising, and we will head out the Golden Gate and
turn left in late September. I have recently had a great lunch
with Mike Kinney renewing our days with the Sherwoods as if
it was yesterday, and plan on catching up with Shel Severing-
haus before he heads back to Mongolia, so he can tell me, ‘why
Mongolia?’ I am getting together with Robb Bell in Portland
over Memorial Day weekend for some wine tasting, now that
he is the proud owner of a winery. I hope to catch up with other
Alpha Delts that might be living/working in Mexico and Central
America as Darby and I work our way south on SoBella.” Stay

in touch with Gerry
I scnd e-mail to

Timothy D. Baker Jr. ’75 reports, “After going back to
school to get a masters in Chinese studies from National Tai-
wan University, I started a PhD in early Chinese history at Har-
vard. For the past couple of years, my wife, Su-fen, and I have
been in Taiwan working on our dissertations. She just graduat-

ed and we will see where we can find work? Our son, David,
has decided he wants to write his dissertation -- on cockroaches!”

Reach Tim a
send e-mail t

Andrew F. Sendall ’86 has joined the Business Continuity
Management team art Barclays Capital in New York. Andrew
joined Barclays in 2001 as head of IT business services. He was
promoted to director in 2003 and moved into his new role in

January 2005. Reach Andrew by e-mail a (N

Scott Armstrong '87 recently had a great ski vacation with
the families of Jesse Bender ’89 and Frank Macaulay ’86. Scott
now works with Secure Elements in Herndon, Virginia. Stay

in touch at send
e-mail to
Ray Potter "87 writes, “I just switched jobs on April 1, 2005. I

have the same responsibilities, securitizing commercial real
estate. We had our fourth child on October 13, 2004 — Luke.

(continued on page ten)

11 Summer 2005








